Consent for School Educational Visits
A procedure has been developed to enable foster carers to give permission
for most educational trips and activities. This was in response to foster carers
saying that some children and young people placed with them were being
disadvantaged by the delay in obtaining consent from Children’s Integrated
Services for them to attend and participate. We have discussed this with our
Educational Visit Coordinator colleagues and looked at how best we can
achieve this.
We hope this will assist you in being able to ensure that the children and
young people we care for are able to attend and participate in educational
visits and activities more smoothly and that this alleviates the need for you to
have to wait for consent from Children’s Integrated Services in most
instances.
If you require any clarification regarding these new arrangements please do
not hesitate to contact your supervising social worker who will be happy to
explain these positive changes to you.
We recognise that all pupils will be offered the chance to go on visits of an
educational nature with their school. It is expected that Children Looked After
should be allowed to go, unless there are pressing reasons why not.
Lancashire County Council will usually finance one educational trip abroad
during the child’s secondary education. Subject to an assessment of need
further trips may be funded if necessary.
When your foster child became looked after, his or her parent will probably
have given consent for the child to undertake some routine activities, including
going on educational visits. This should be recorded on the Placement
Information Record.
If such consent has been given foster carers may give consent for children to
go on educational visits, lasting up to 4 nights, organised by schools,
provided:
•

The visit is within the UK.

•

The person with Parental Responsibility, in the case of an
accommodated child, has given consent for certain activities (when
they become accommodated as outlined above).

•

If the child is subject to a court order and the person with Parental
Responsibility has refused to give consent for certain activities, the
approval of the relevant manager is required, contact your child’s social
worker who will make the necessary arrangements to ensure you have
this approval for you to give your consent.

•

If the child is subject to a court order the foster carer cannot override
the directions of the court (for example if the proposed visit clashed
with court ordered contact).
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•

The proposed visit will promote the child’s best interests and the
proposed visit will not place the young person, or others, at risk. (You
should refer to the young person’s fostering Risk Assessment for
guidance) If necessary discuss the visit with the school and the child’s
social worker.

•

In the case of expensive visits, financial approval will still have to be
obtained.

If you are uncertain or uneasy about giving consent please do not
hesitate to discuss it with the child’s social worker.

The following is for information only:
Educational visits are highly regulated. The County Council’s policy places
visits into two categories “A” and “B”.
•

Type A visits cover local, low risk visits, typically to museums and
galleries and it is the school’s responsibility to carry out the risk
assessments.

•

Type B visits include:
o Educational off-site visits involving a planned activity on water,
or in which the presence of water is identified as a hazard on the
risk assessment.
o Visits involving adventurous activities.
o Visits to farms and theme parks.
o Visits including overnight stays or residential accommodation.
o Visits outside the UK including Foreign Exchange visits.

These visits require the authority’s approval (except in the case of a very
small number of schools that have opted to receive delegated funding for
insurance and have made their own arrangements).
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